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One of the most intriguing and up-and-coming debates within qualitative research concerns a discussion about the role of ontological significance regarding distance versus depth within research. Traditional qualitative methodologies for interpreting experiences and stories, such as 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Wave Grounded Theory and structured interviewing techniques, are built on underlying assumptions regarding linear assumptions about experience rooted in traditional Western approaches (Boje, 2019; Boje & Rosile, 2020). These methodologies prioritize the role of distance, which refers to the tendency to fit experience within preexisting narrative structures with a clear and linear beginning, climax, and resolution. The result of this tendency to prioritize the distance within qualitative research has come at the expense of exploring depth within qualitative research, which refers to rejecting traditional Western assumptions about linearity in favor of non-linear approaches to examining experience in light of ontological significance. This chapter explores the implications of exploring depth over distance within qualitative research and examines a methodology designed to access greater ontological depth in qualitative research through the use of non-linear conceptualizations of the nature of experience, the Triskelion Multiplicity of Ontological Understanding Model (TMOUM). TMOUM is a Heideggerian self-correcting phenomenological methodology that incorporates living stories to reveal multiplicities of ontological understanding (Saraceno, 2021). This model incorporates storytelling, grounded theory, and a variation of a Peircean self-correcting methodology to engage in a spiraling towards an aspect of the ontological structure of phenomena.
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