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2015-2016 SEASON PROGRAM ADS SALES PITCH
Produced throughout the year December 2015 through

December 2016 for four Veterans Theater shows.

Who: My Name is _____. I am a Volunteer for VETERANS ‘THEATER. 

Why: They do plays about serious content to your target market: ‘Culturally Minded People with Disposable Income.” 

What: Our plays use humor to bring light to current community issues such as the SPICE EPIDEMIC, the 22 SUICIDES-A-DAY among our VETERANS, 900,000 veterans dying while waiting for VA services, the CRISIS OF HEALTH CARE in NEW MEXICO, SOLUTIONS TO HOMELESSNESS, and so on. 

When: Today I offer you a chance to become involved in your community and promote your business at the same time.  
Ask: the business owner if they would be interested in purchasing or trading for ad space in the playbills for this year’s and next year’s season 
How: Your INVOLVEMENT be done by simply taking up an ad in the VETERANS’ THEATER programs:  1,000 programs produced each year for two years means you reach 2,000 culturally minded people.
A bargain at only:



____Full page Color Ad- Back Cover $500   

____Full Page Color AD $400


____Full Page Black & White Ad $200 

____Half Page Color Ad $170


____Half Page Black and White Ad $140 

____Quarter Page Color Ad $120


___Quarter Page Black and White Ad $100 

____Business Card $70


____Your name and one line of well-wishing to cast members
___ Just your name as well wisher to Veterans Theater programs $10



Or, Trade Ad space for your own Free Service __________
Why should you do this?  First, Programs have souvenir value that other print ads lack! Second, our audience is your target market, culturally minded people with disposable incomes.  Third, this is excellent opportunity to let New Mexico know that your business is a supporter of the community.  
High quality printing and production values in color or black and white.

For more information please contact David Boje at 575-936-95x78 or email at Veteranstheater@gmail.com - We appreciate your time. Thank you!
STEP-BY-STEP SALES PITCH

1. Who: Introduce yourself as VOLUNTEER of VETERANS THEATER
2. Why: They do plays about serious content to your target market: ‘Culturally Minded People with Disposable Income.” 
3. What: Our plays use humor to bring light to current community issues such as the SPICE EPIDEMIC, the 22 SUICIDES-A-DAY among our VETERANS, 900,000 veterans dying while waiting for VA services, the CRISIS OF HEALTH CARE in NEW MEXICO, SOLUTIONS TO HOMELESSNESS, and so on.
4. Ask: the business owner if they would be interested in purchasing or trading for ad space in the playbills for this year’s and next year’s season 

5. How: Your INVOLVEMENT be done by simply taking up an ad in the VETERANS’ THEATER programs:  1,000 programs produced each year for two years means you reach 2,000 culturally minded people. Show them a size sheet of playbill ads

6. Tell them: Your ad will be printed in four playbills a year, for two years, at one price

7. Fill out the Playbill Ad Form. Be sure to sign your name at the bottom

8. Collect the payment: Checks payable to VTERANS THEATER

9. Give them a Receipt for their Payment; If they have a digital or printed image, include that with the payment

10. Ask: can you please post a POSTER for the next Play?
Thank you for purchasing or trading for PLAYBILL Ad Space for the 2015-2016 season!. Your support of the VETERANS THEATER programs is greatly appreciated. We your support, are are able to pack the theater performances with the kinds of customers your business targets. 

The VETERANS THEATER productions for the 20152-016 Seasons:
· Veterans are Dying Waiting for VA Appointments April 30, 2015, at Center for the Performing Arts, NMSU main campus, Las Cruces

· A Day in the Life of Homeless Veterans August 4, 2015 at Good Samaritan Auditorium, Las Cruces

· Early Christmas: The Spice of Death December 2, 2015 at Rio Grande Theater, Las Cruces

· The Health Crisis in New Mexico, a play at the Social Work Convention, Albuquerque 
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David M. Boje, Ph.D.

Story Researcher, Veterans Theater,
Vietnam Veteran 1969-1970.
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In New Mexico, in Las Cruces, Last Week, 17 overdoses, and 2 did die, and there are no kits to test for it. The Navy recognizes that they are having problems with sailors smoking this "legal" marijuana and put out a video last summer warning about the dangers of this drug.  The side effects are devastating.  You can experience heart attacks, strokes, psychosis, kidney failure, exaggerated thoughts of suicide and so much more.  The ingredients in spice are hard to detect so many turn to spice because it will give a false negative on a drug test.



https://spiceisnotnice.org/spice-edukit/ Ruth Rivas, mother of Adam, who dies of Spice, in the Navy, will bring the kits for you bo buy, and they are free to non-profits on Dec 2nd, at EARLY CHRISTMAS play 7PM in Rio Grande Theater.
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 Ruth Rivas of El Paso. Her son died of Spice in the Navy.See http://spiceisnotnice.org and donate to make these kits available in New Mexico.

PLAYBILL PROGRAM AD SALE FORM

We have a special ‘Early Christmas’ performance of Veterans Theater. One ad takes your message through one FULL season 2015-2016:

 Our December 2nd EARLY CHRISTMAS production in Rio Grande Theater has 421 seats

 Our February 25th 2016 Albrqueuque performance is the the Social Work Conference

 We are planning two more 2016 performances

 Your ad is permanent for the entire season

 We include your ad & logo and link on our website at no extra cost - http://veteranstheater.com and on our blogs

In Total, we will print over 1,000 playbills in 2015-2016

We at Veterans Theater believe every veteran is a star! Ad sales make it possible to continue offering experiences enabling veterans to discover and develop their own unique talents through theater. Veterans Theater is a nonprofit organization dedicated to providing the best Theater of Social Change and Justice in New Mexico and appreciates your support. Let all their stars shine! Feature your ad in the ‘Early Christmas' Playbill: Provide a camera ready copy of your ad or business card with payment in full.

· Next Ad Deadline: Friday, November 12, 2015.

Thank you for your support! - David M. Boje,  [image: image4.png]Homecomngcatn
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· FILE FORMAT
· JPEG GrayScale (200-300)
· PDF with all fonts embedded
· TIF Grayscale, or
· Enclose Business Card 
ARTWORK
· Must be ready to publish. If you need our layout help, additional creative services charge ($30). Send your ad copy as high resolution file to David Boje at 4700 Dunn Drive, Las Cruces NM 88011 or scan and email ad copy to david@davidboje.com
PAYMENT INFORMATION

Payment is due at the time of sale. Please make checks payable to: VETERANS THEATER. Please complete this contract and return with payment to David Boje at 4700 Dunn Drive, Las Cruces NM 88011 or scan and email to david@davidboje.com
Sponsor’s (Purchaser’s) Name ___________________________________________________

Email ______________________ Phone ________

Address ____________________________________________________

What is your order?

____Full page Color Ad- Back Cover $500   ____Full Page Color AD $400

____Full Page Black & White Ad $200 ____Half Page Color Ad $170

____Half Page Black and White Ad $140 ____Quarter Page Color Ad $120

___Quarter Page Black and White Ad $100 ____Business Card $70

____Your name and one line of well-wishing $20 What is your name and one liner ____________________________________________________________
____Just your name ____________________ as well wisher to Veterans Theater $10

Layout/Design Fee (Optional $30) __________
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VETERANS THEATER THEME: Spice is not worth
it. Fake Weed is nota public health epidemic.
Itis in New Mexico

Itis overwhelming public Health in New Mexico
FACT: 2000 soldiers dishonorably discharged
for using SPICE.

FACT: The average age of synthetic
marijuana users is 13

FACT: 1 in 9 High School students try
Spice (K2, Fake Weed)

FACT: Parolees use synthetic marijuana
to fool the tests for drug use

FACT: In 2015: "It seemed as if an
upswing in such incidents here, which
began in June, had suddenly and
dramatically spiked” - Times Leader

FACT: PCP often is applied to a leafy
material such as mint, parsley, oregano,

or marijuana, so users can smoke it,



Total Due: $_____________ Please make all checks payable to VETERANS THEATER

___ Yes, I need a non-profit tax donation receipt
SPECIAL NOTES: _____________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Veterans Theater strives to make each ad stand out by carefully reviewing the playbill layout prior to printing.

Thank you for your support of PlayBills for one season.
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Receipt For Program Ad Trade Out

Veterans Theater

 

4700 Dunn Drive

Las Cruces, NM 88011




 

Date_____________

Received From: _________________________________ 



Details of Trade: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

In Exchange For Program Ad Advertiser will __________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Ad Size:________  Number of shows:
________  Season:________


______________________



__________________________


Advertiser’s Representative   




Veterans Theater Volunteer
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Veterans Theater Representative ________________

Spice whirl: The rise of a last-resort drug
Damien Willis, Las Cruces Sun-News9:20 p.m. MDT October 3, 2015
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(Photo: Jett Loe/Sun-News)
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LAS CRUCES — A particularly dangerous batch of the illegal drug Spice is on the streets of Las Cruces. It is sending many to the emergency room and leaving others dead.

“We have, indeed, seen a significant increase in Spice-related emergency room visits,” said Anita Rockett, a spokesperson for Memorial Medical Center.

At MountainView Regional Medical Center, the story is the same.

“We’ve seen an increase in the last couple of days, to be sure. We have a baseline for Spice overdoses — in terms of what we ordinarily see. And the past several days has exceeded that,” said Dr. Michael Borunda, the hospital’s medical director of the emergency department.

American Medical Response, the ambulance company that serves Doña Ana County, stated that it had responded to 219 overdoses, though not specifically Spice overdoses, between Jan. 8 and Aug. 15 of this year — an average of one overdose per day. Between Aug. 16 and September 30, paramedics responded to 58 overdoses, an average of 1.26 per day.

“We have seen a series of spurts in Spice-related incidents since the beginning of summer,” said Las Cruces Police Department spokesman Dan Trujillo.

It's been described as a drug of convenience, or a last resort. Also, because of its affordability, availability and difficulty to test for, the drug is most popular among the homeless, military personnel, students and those on probation or parole.

What is Spice?

Spice is the street name that is broadly applied to a variety of synthetic cannabinoids. It is also sometimes called synthetic cannabis or synthetic marijuana, though its link to marijuana is tenuous. Spice and K2 are name brands that have become genericized and are often used to refer to synthetic cannabinoids more broadly.

Whereas marijuana typically produces a more relaxed high, users of Spice frequently become aggressive, violent and threatening. Others report becoming catatonic, blanking out and losing awareness (but not consciousness) for several hours.

“I’ve seen people who I’ve known for years who are suddenly violent and threatening, who had never been that way before,” said Pamela Angell, executive director of St. Luke’s Health Clinic, an indigent care provider. “As for the long-term effects, I’ve seen people who show a tremendous cognitive decline.”

Symptoms of overdose include increased agitation, muscle spasms, increased heart rate or decreased alertness. People using Spice can also experience general excitability, psychosis or suicidal thoughts. It can also lead to heart and kidney failure as well as diminished brain function, according to Borunda.

“Those are all the telltale signs that make us begin to suspect it may be Spice-related,” Borunda said. “But because it doesn’t show up in drug tests, we typically learn through conversations with the patient, or with family members.”

Hitting the homeless

The Sun-News filed a records request with the New Mexico Office of the Medical Investigator in an effort to document the number of recent deaths from Spice overdoses, but has not yet received a response.

However, those who work closely with the homeless community said that Spice usage has reached epidemic proportions.

“I’ll confirm it. There is a bad batch,” said Sue Campbell, lead case manager at Mesilla Valley Community of Hope, which provides services for the area's homeless and impoverished. “We’re having a hell of a time over here. We’ve got a guy over here who OD’d three times last week, and three times the week before. One puff, and he goes into seizures. He gets out of the hospital, then goes straight to the smoke shop and gets some more.”

While Spice is illegal, several sources said that it is widely available at local smoke shops — though it isn’t prominently displayed, and sometimes a code word is required.

“It’s incredible what’s happening. It’s out of control down here,” Campbell said. “This new batch is the topper — it’s the worst we’ve ever seen. And we’re scared. Now we have a group of people coming by in cars, and selling this stuff to them.”

Nicole Martinez, the organization’s executive director, said a bad batch of Spice is not uncommon.

“This isn’t the first time we’ve heard about bad batches — and we’ve seen how it has affected our clients,” Martinez said. “We’ve had a really hard time combating this. We have tried to get the word out; we have trainings on the dangers of Spice. Some of our clients are really proactive in spreading the word.”

“This year is the worst, in terms of overdosing,” said Matt Mercer, an outreach coordinator and case manager for Community of Hope. “Sometimes we’re seeing two or three a day. There will be a week when we’ll see eight in a row.”

James Sassak, a resident and organizer of Camp Hope, said the drug is strictly forbidden in the community's tent city, and that residents have been thrown out for using.

“I’d venture to say that we have absolutely no Spice in Camp Hope,” he said. “We just don’t allow it. The problems we’re seeing are among those on the edges of the community, who come into the area for various services.”

Youth misuse

“About 5 years ago, we first became aware of Spice,” said a supervisor at a Las Cruces group home for youth. “The use by our clients is to avoid detection. When we would do room searches, we’d find it. At first, we didn’t know what it was.”

The supervisor said that Spice has changed dramatically in the last five years.

“In the early days of Spice, the kids were getting high, and that was it. Now kids are overdosing at an alarming rate. We’ve had four of our clients overdose in the past three months. That’s a huge percentage of our clientele,” he said. “Less than two weeks ago, one of our clients died of an overdose.”

A former case manager at the same facility said that Spice is not anyone’s drug of choice. It is a drug of convenience.

“When you’re in a group home, it’s usually court ordered. This is not their drug of choice. They use it because it’s not detectable,” he said. “There are tests that can detect it, but they’re much more expensive than traditional tests.”

The case manager said that the drug transformed his clients into someone unrecognizable.

“You can have a mild-mannered kid, and when they’re on this, they’re so confrontational and irritable,” he said. “It will ruin, literally ruin, a perfectly good teenager — their hopes, their dreams, mentally, physically. And kids at the group home were getting this stuff for as little as $2.”

All walks of life

Spice is not just a problem in the homeless community or among juvenile delinquents. The drug is also popular with professionals who face drug screening. For the same reason, it has seen a rise in popularity among military personnel.

Ruth Rivas of El Paso has become an outspoken critic of the drug since the 2012 death of her son, Adam Hernandez.

“Adam was a very intelligent, and was very accomplished,” Rivas recalled. “He graduated in the top 10 percent of his class, and was accepted into Naval Nuclear Power Training Command School. He was also a first responder, a fireman.”

On June 20, 2012, the Navy contacted Rivas.

“They sent two naval officers to tell me that Adam had died, and that NCIS was involved in the case, but they couldn’t tell me any more. My mind was going crazy,” Rivas said. “I soon learned that they found packets of Spice on his body and in his house, the coroner told me. I asked her, ‘How could such a caring person do this?’ She said, ‘Spice makes people do things that they would otherwise never do.’”

A veterans issue

David Boje is a professor in the management department in New Mexico State University’s College of Business. Through his volunteerism in the veteran community, he became aware of the drug.

While working with homeless veterans in Las Cruces, he realized that an epidemic was afoot.

“This stuff is more addictive than heroin — from what we’ve seen,” Boje said. “The danger is that all of it is untested by USDA or the FDA — you don’t know what you’re getting. They call it herbal incense and the package states that it’s not for human consumption, so it doesn’t have to be regulated.”

Boje said that, through his research, he has learned that 1 in 9 kids have tried Spice.

Boje is also an organizer and story researcher for Veterans Theater in Las Cruces. The group of local veterans, many of whom were at one time homeless, produce and perform plays about veterans issues. The group is currently rehearsing a play about the dangers of Spice. They will offer a free performance of the play, “Early Christmas,” on Dec. 2 at the Rio Grande Theatre.

He recently heard that a local smoke shop was selling Spice to customers who used a certain code word. With help from a friend, Boje recorded an undercover video of himself buying Spice, and posted it to YouTube to show how accessible the the drug is. For a large package, he paid $10.

“When you have high demand, huge product flow, and a totally unregulated product that people are abusing, you have a dangerous situation,” he said.
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New Mexico State University management professor David Boje, also a veterans advocate, watches an "undercover" video he made showing him buying Spice at a Las Cruces smoke shop. (Photo: Jett Loe/Sun-News)

Hard to police

Many people who use Spice believe that it is legal — largely because it is so easy to buy.

“Spice is NOT legal,” Trujillo said. “But unfortunately, many of the people who are selling it constantly change the product name or the ingredients. Bath salts, Spice — all of those synthetic drugs — they’re incredibly hard to police.”

In 2011, the New Mexico state legislature passed SB 134, which adds synthetic cannabinoids to the list of hallucinogenic controlled substances under Schedule I of the Controlled Substances Act.

“But it’s like other drugs,” Trujillo said. “It’s incredibly hard to identify who is selling it, who is using it, and who has it in their possession. There are many factors that make it hard to police.”

Third Judicial District Attorney Mark D’Antonio said that his office had not been informed about the latest rash of overdoses.

“That’s horrifically shocking,” D’Antonio said. “We need to do something. Spice is one of those drugs that no one has found a very good answer for, nationwide.”

D’Antonio said that he would like to work closely with local law enforcement agencies to better address the problem.

Damien Willis can be reached at 575-541-5468 or dawillis@lcsun-news.com. Follow him on Twitter @damienwillis.
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